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Vice President Walter F. Mondale’s 
Trip to Europe and Japan 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Vice President Mondale Before the Vice President’s 
Departure for a 10-Day Trip. January 23, 1977 


THE PrEswENT. I am very grateful to come this morning 
to have my last meeting with Vice President Mondale 
before he goes to Europe and to Japan. The early initia- 
tion of this very important diplomatic trip and the fact 
that the Vice President himself is going shows the im- 
portance that our Nation attaches to friendly relationships 
between ourselves and the seven nations, specifically with 
whose leaders Senator Mondale—or Vice President Mon- 
dale, now, will be meeting. 

We also have arranged for him to meet with the leaders 
of the OECD, the NATO countries, and the Common 
Market countries of Europe. He’ll be visiting Pope Paul 
and will be gone for 10 days. This trip will not be limited 
in its scope. He’ll be discussing both political and economic 
and military matters. 

We had a very thorough preparation for this trip with 
the members of the National Security Council yesterday 
morning. And for the last couple of weeks, Vice President 
Mondale and I have been preparing for this diplomatic 
venture. 

There are several things specifically that he will be ad- 
dressing. One is the preparation for a summit meeting 
that will likely occur later on this spring, which will not 
itself be limited to economic matters. He’ll be discussing 
the importance that we attach to the limitation of pro- 
liferation of the capability for atomic weapons. 


He'll be discussing future substantive changes that we 
hope will improve the strength of NATO and our own 
friendly and close relationships with our natural allies and 
friends in both Europe and Japan. 

Vice President Mondale has my complete confidence. 
He is a personal representative of mine, and I’m sure that 
his consultation with the leaders of these nations will make 
it much easier for our country to deal directly with them 
on substantive matters in the future. 

I’m going to miss him. I know that I'll be looking for- 
ward to 10 days from now when he returns with a good 
report. And this is one of the best things, I think, that 
I could have possibly done as a new President, to show 
the strength and purpose of our own Nation and our com- 
mitment to carry out the obligations that we have as a 
leader in the world community. 

So, Fritz, good luck. Don’t get too much rest, and we'll 
see you when you get back. 

Tue Vice Presment. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

I understand that this trip is a historic first. To have a 
Vice President leave on a diplomatic mission this quickly 
after inauguration—on a diplomatic mission of this kind— 
is unprecedented in American history. And the reason for 
the trip is to demonstrate immediately and dramatically 
the high level of importance that the Carter administra- 
tion places on high level, continuous, cooperative rela- 
tionships with our traditional allies and friends. 

The many problems that we face they also face. The 
problems of inflation, unemployment, nuclear prolifera- 
tion, control of armaments, the relationships between our 
nations and the poorer nations of the world, and many 
other issues are issues which we face together. And it’s 
essential at the very moment of beginning that the co- 
operative relationship be established in a way that per- 
mits us to move ahead quickly, effectively, and coopera- 
tively. 
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I look forward to this trip, and I wish to thank the 
President for his confidence in me. 

THE Present. Thank you. 

THE Vice Presipent. Are you sure that helicopter 
works? [Laughter] 

THE PresipenT. If it doesn’t we'll all be very dis- 
appointed. 

I caught a lot of flak when I issued the pardon proc- 
lamation. Maybe this will restore faith in the American 
people, having you leave the country for 10 days. Well, we 
love you, and thank you very much. 

Tue Vice Present. As I told some people at the 
Inaugural, the mail has been pouring in as follows: “Dear 
Jimmy, if I had known that your first move would be to 
send Mondale out of the country, I would have voted for 
you. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Good luck to you. I am proud of you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 a.m. on the South Lawn at the 
White House. 


Swearing-In Ceremony for 
Members of the Cabinet 


The President’s Remarks at the Ceremony. 
January 23, 1977 


We decided to forgo the ruffles and flourishes and Hail 
to the Chief. 

It is really a great pleasure for me to be here this after- 
noon on the first official and completely open ceremony to 
the press, to take a great step forward in what I hope will 
be a good administration for the American people. And 
that is a swearing in of a superb group of Cabinet officers 
and other leaders of our Nation. 

My first very gratifying experience after I was nomi- 
nated to be the Democratic candidate for President was 
to introduce to the country my choice for Vice President, 
Walter Mondale, and we set a standard of excellence there 
that I hope to maintain throughout my own administra- 
tion. It would be hard to equal what Fritz Mondale has 
meant to me, but I believe I will be equally close to the 
Cabinet members and other leaders that will be sworn in 
this afternoon. 

I want to thank the Congress for their close cooperation 
so far. We don’t have a complete entourage this afternoon 
to accept the oath. I have always heard about the advise 
and consent role of the Congress—so far they have been a 
little stronger on the advice than they have on the consent. 
We will have three or four delayed ceremonies. I hope that 
there will be a very rapid move though toward completing 
our leadership group. 


This afternoon I would like to welcome in particular the 
friends and neighbors and relatives of those who will share 
with me the responsibility for the top leadership positions. 
I thank you for coming to the White House. 

I am very grateful to welcome to the stage as the first 
person a very fine and wonderful leader who has been an 
inspiration to the American people, Chief Justice Warren 
Burger. 

And now, in order of seniority in the Cabinet and other 
leadership posts, I would like to welcome first of all Cyrus 
Vance, who is coming with his wife, Grace. Cy and I have 
spent a lot of time together in the last couple of years. I 
guess of all the Cabinet members who were recommended 
to me, he had closest to the most unanimous recommenda- 
tion, and I am very grateful that Cy has come. Cy Vance 
as Secretary of State. 

Next is the Secretary of the Treasury, who attended 
with Cy Vance and myself, yesterday morning, our first 
National Security Council meeting, Mike Blumenthal and 
Eileen. Mike has been the president of Bendix. He was not 
born in this country, but he came here as a young man via 
China, and he has risen to the top ranks of executive lead- 
ership because of his qualities. He is going to be the one to 
make sure we stay on a sound basis in making decisions on 
economics and finance. Mike, thank you very much. 

The next man who has been strongly recommended, 
both for the position he will hold and also as a chief scien- 
tific adviser for the President—he is a man who has had 
exceptional leadership background as Secretary of the Air 
Force. He has just recently been a president of one of the 
finest technical schools in the country, I guess, second 
only to Georgia Tech, the California Institute of Tech- 
nology. And I would like to ask Harold Brown to come 
forward with his wife, Colene. He will be Secretary of 
Defense. 

I asked Harold to give me some recommendations on 
scientific adviser, by the way, and he gave me five recom- 
mendations, all of them physicists. He is going to be my 
physics adviser, and I am going to get someone else, I 
think, to help me in the other position. 

Next, I guess of all the Cabinet members he is the one 
who has been closest to me in the past. He is a man whom 
I met at the beginning when I was elected Governor. 
We were elected at the same time. I have to say that he is 
the only Cabinet member I never had to hesitate at all 
about. He will be the next Secretary of the Interior. Cecil 
Andrus and his wife, Carol. 

Although I feel close to all of them, I think the next one 
is the one with whom I have the deepest sense of mutual 
sympathy. He makes his living with a 600-acre farm. He 
has been the Member of Congress who serves furthest 
north in our country except for those who are from Alaska. 
He is a man who has worked hard all his life, manual 
labor. He knows the problems of the consumers in a very 
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intimate way. He is from a great State that produced the 
Vice President. And it is Bob Bergland from Minnesota, 
and his wife, Helen. 

As Secretary of Agriculture, he will do a superb job, and 
I am very grateful to him for being willing to serve. 

The next will be Secretary of Commerce. This is a 
position that, as you know, has far-reaching effect on 
our own business community, our free enterprise system, 
and consumers. It also has a profound impact on the 
quality of our metropolitan areas. 

When Fritz Mondale was preparing yesterday morn- 
ing, with the National Security Council meeting, to 
make his foray throughout the world on trade, this Sec- 
retary of Commerce was at the National Security Coun- 
cil meeting. This is a Cabinet officer whom I have al- 
ready grown to love, and she and I had a very close and 
very friendly relationship when I first met her to inter- 
view her for this job. I believe she is the first woman who 
ever attended a National Security Council meeting as a 
full participant. And I am very grateful that she has been 
willing to leave the vice presidency of Duke University 
to come and be Secretary of Commerce. Juanita Kreps, 
and her husband, Clifton. 

The next Secretary that I would like to introduce is 
one who has shown herself to be a very strong, able busi- 
ness executive. She is a superb attorney. She has been in 
the forefront of carving out a proper role for minority 
groups and for women, but all of her achievements have 
been made because of her own superb qualities. I feel 
very close to her, too, and am very grateful that Patricia 
Harris has decided to become our Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development. She has come here with her 
husband, William. Patricia Harris. 

The next man has been in the Congress in one of the 
most responsible positions there as chairman of the Budg- 
et Committee. And he was instrumental in evolving 
within the Congress a much more sound and businesslike 
way to handle budget and appropriations questions. 
When I met for the first time with the present Speaker 
of the House, I drove to the Capitol with him, and as we 
approached, he said that he had been in Congress more 
than 25 years and the best Congressman he had ever 
known in his life was Brock Adams. And I am very grate- 
ful to Brock Adams, a very close friend of mine, for being 
Secretary of Transportation. Brock Adams and his wife, 
Elizabeth. 

The next appointee whom I will introduce has been 
either blessed or afflicted by having served with me 4 years 
in the past when I was Governor of Georgia. He is being 
appointed to a Cabinet double post, in spite of the fact 
he comes from my own home State. And I am sure he 
will do a superb job in one of the most difficult positions 
within the Federal Government as Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. He follows in the footsteps 


of several former Cabinet members who were promoted, 
in effect, into this extremely challenging job. And I am 
very grateful that my good friend, one of the closest 
friends I have in the world, Bert Lance, is going to take 
on that responsible position with his beautiful wife, La 
Belle. 

The next person that I would like to introduce has 
already presented me with my first challenge and also with 
a partial response to it. Our Nation is perhaps the only 
developed nation in the world that doesn’t have a com- 
prehensive policy on energy. 

It is a challenge to the American people that has for 
a long time been almost in a crisis stage and the unde- 
tected nature of this crisis is rapidly growing more im- 
portant to us all. And the frank facing of this challenge 
required, in my opinion, someone with superlative creden- 
tials, someone who is strong and aggressive, someone 
with a mind of his own, someone with a good back- 
ground in both budget matters or energy matters, de- 
fense matters, and in the academic field. 

I first met James Schlesinger when he had just returned 
from a trip to the Far East, to China. He helped me as 
I prepared for my second debate with President Ford. 
We formed an almost instant personal friendship. And I 
believe that his own stature as a leader will impress upon 
the consciousness of America the importance that we do 
attach to the challenge of the energy problem. 

James Schlesinger will work very closely with me with- 
in the White House as an assistant. He will be in charge of 
energy policy, and I hope that we can create without 
much delay a new energy department, at which time he 
will be head of that department. 

James, I am thankful to you and hope you will come up 
now with your wife, Rachel. 

The next man who I would like to introduce to you 
was selected for a Cabinet-level position in spite of the fact 
he is from Washington, D.C. And we have come to know 
each other over the last couple of years. As I have seen 
him on numerous occasions take a very complicated, very 
confusing, very combative discussion about economics and 
summarize in very clear terms the basic questions to be 
decided and give a practical answer to complicated ques- 
tions. He is a man with whom I have a very close friend- 
ship already, and he will help our country to resolve one 
of its greatest challenges, and that is in economics where 
we can hold down inflation, put our people back to work, 
and at the same time give American people confidence in 
the tremendous strength that our Nation has. 

I would like to ask now Charles Schultze to come for- 
ward with his wife, Rita. 

Dr. Schultze will be the Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, and within the White House en- 
vironment he will be my closest person in shaping basic 
economic policy. 
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The last person I would like to introduce to the audi- 
ence and to the Nation is the one who, among all others, 
has helped me most to learn about foreign policy. He has 
written eight or ten books himself. He has been an incisive 
analyst of the international field. He will be my closest 
adviser in tying together our economics, foreign policy, 
and also defense matters. He will be my adviser for the 
National Security Council. He will put together the most 
intimate preparations for any kind of crisis that affects 
our Nation. 

He is one who has caused a great deal of consternation 
already among the typesetters of our country. [Laughter] 
I would like to introduce to you Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
whose name I can spell and all my staff are now learning 
how, and I am very proud of Dr. Brzezinski and his wife, 
Muska. 

Before Chief Justice Burger administers the oath of 
office to all these fine leaders, I would like to say that I 
made a commitment to the American people that I intend 
to honor. In fact, I intend to honor all my commitments. 
But one was to turn over the responsibilities of their De- 
partments to the Cabinet officers themselves. 

There will never be an instance, while I am President, 
when the members of the White House staff dominate or 
act in a superior position to the members of our Cabinet. 
When a directive is relayed from the White House to the 
members of the Cabinet, it will indeed come directly from 
me. 

I believe in a Cabinet administration of our Govern- 
ment. And although the major decisions will be made 
ultimately by me as President, which is my constitutional 
prerogative and responsibility, the Secretaries will run 
their Departments. And this is the way it ought to be. 

It puts a heavy responsibility on me, because this is a 
departure from previous policy. It also puts a heavy re- 
sponsibility on them. And because I recognize this great 
challenge to them, I was particularly careful in my own 
selections. I am very proud of all of them. 

Standing here now on the stage, with a few exceptions 
among the three or four who still wait to be confirmed 
by the Senate, you see the leadership of our Nation. And 
I feel quite confident that I can do a good job as President 
because of the superb quality of those who have agreed 
to help me with those responsibilities. 

And now I would like to ask Chief Justice Burger to 
administer the oath of office, following which all of you 
will be invited to meet with me and the Cabinet members 
and their families in the adjacent room. 

Chief Justice Burger. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 

Following the President’s remarks, the oath of office was adminis- 
tered by Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice of the United States. 


Gasoline Decontrol 


Announcement of the President’s Action To Rescind 
Amendments to Certain Regulations of the Federal 
Energy Administration. January 24, 1977 


The President has today directed the Federal Energy 
Administration to rescind amendments to its regulations 
that could have exempted motor gasoline from FEA’s 
price and allocation controls effective March 1. 


As a result of the President’s action, the gasoline de- 
control proposal issued by the prior administration on 
January 19 is withdrawn from congressional considera- 
tion. FEA Acting Administrator Gorman C. Smith has 
so notified the President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House. Under the withdrawn amendments, gasoline 
decontrol would have become effective on March 1 if not 
disapproved by either House of Congress within 15 days 
of its submission. 


President Carter does not by this withdrawal intend to 
imply any position on the ultimate merits or demerits of 
gasoline decontrol. Instead, he intends to conduct a review 


of these controls as an integral part of the development 
of an overall energy policy. Among other things, such a 
review will examine the prior administration’s conten- 
tion that competitive market forces would restrain prices 
for motor gasoline below levels which would be permis- 
sible even if controls remained in effect. 


In addition, by directing withdrawal of these amend- 
ments, the President hopes that the issue of gasoline de- 
control can be examined under circumstances more con- 
ducive to careful consideration of the implications of an 
end to such controls. Time is urgently needed now both 
by the administration and the Congress to focus immedi- 
ate attention on the present major shortages of natural 
gas and its substitute fuels. These shortages raise the pos- 
sibility that adjustments in refinery runs may be necessary 
to provide additional supplies of these substitute fuels. 
This, in turn, could lead to impacts on the motor gasoline 
markets which could be effectively handled only with the 
maintenance of price and allocation controls over the 
near-term. 


The administration recognizes that there are signifi- 
cant problems with the existing control mechanism, but 
believes that a hastily considered action removing such 
controls might create far more serious problems. 


Volume 13—Number 5 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: JIMMY CARTER, 1977 


Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In of 
Joseph A. Califano, Jr. January 25, 1977 


There are some members of the political family who 
know how to have a special deal just for themselves. 
[Laughter] Unfortunately, the Secretaries of State and 
Treasury and Defense and others had to combine their 
oaths of office and the news attention with other people, 
but Joe worked it out where he could have one of his 
own. 

As some of you know, during the recent campaign Joe 
Califano was assigned a very important task to perform 
along with me and did a very superb job in dealing with 
the American family and how the impact of government 
in all of its forms impacts either beneficially or adversely 
on the basic family structure. It was the first speech that 
I made after my own nomination when I went to New 
Hampshire. 

I think that his appointment as Secretary of HEW will 
be a very good place for him to demonstrate his sensitiv- 
ity about this need. 

I am very grateful to have Mr. and Mrs. Califano here 
and the other members of Joe’s family. I think this in- 
dicates the sound base from which he has given me ad- 
vice on the family. And I know the Califanos are very 
happy to see their son assured of steady employment now 
that the Senate has confirmed him. [Laughter] 

And I think that all of us recognize that one of the key 
policy planners and instigators of the Johnson years was 
Joe Califano, who had a deep commitment, which he 
still retains, of making government services available to 
those who quite often don’t have a strong voice, don’t 
have very much influence, and quite often are the most 
in need of a sensitive and compassionate government. 

He is also a tough administrator, and I believe that the 
HEW Department will respond very well to this capabil- 
ity on his part. 

So I am very delighted today to introduce to the 
group—first of all, Justice Brennan has come to admin- 
ister the oath, and my choice for Secretary of HEW and 
the Senate’s choice for Secretary of HEW, Joe Califano, 
and his wife, Trudy. 


NoTE: The President spoke a 10:04 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. Following the President’s remarks, Supreme 
Court Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., administered the oath of 
office. 


Secretary of State Cyrus Vance’s 
Trip to the Middle East 


Announcement of the Secretary’s Trip in 
Mid-February. January 25, 1977 


The President today announced that he has asked 
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance to visit certain Middle 
East countries in mid-February to convey to their leaders 
the importance the President attaches to making signifi- 
cant progress this year toward a just and lasting peace 
in the Middle East. 

The President believes it is essential to have a firsthand 
understanding of the views of Middle Eastern leaders at 
the earliest possible time as the administration considers 
how it can most effectively contribute to the peace 
process. 

Secretary Vance will also emphasize during his trip the 
value the President places on maintaining good bilateral 
relations with the states of the Middle East. 

Secretary Vance will visit Israel, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Syria, and Saudi Arabia. 


Ambassador at Large and Special 
Representative of the President for 
the Law of the Sea Conference 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Elliot L. Richardson. January 25, 1977 


The President, upon the advice of the Secretary of 
State, announced today the nomination of Elliot L. 
Richardson to serve as Ambassador at Large and as 
Special Representative of the President for the Law of 
the Sea Conference. 

The Law of the Sea Conference, which began officially 
in 1974, involves negotiations among more than 150 na- 
tions—virtually all of the nations of the world. Its pur- 
pose is to develop a Law of the Sea Treaty, to provide a 
stable legal framework for the governance of the world’s 
oceans. 

President Carter has previously demonstrated an inter- 
est in sea laws. In 1974, as Governor, he proposed and had 
adopted by the National Governors’ Conference a resolu- 
tion to send a representative to the Law of the Sea Con- 
ference in Caracas. 
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In announcing Elliot Richardson’s appointment, Presi- 
dent Carter noted: “The oceans comprise over two-thirds 
of the Earth’s surface. But we have been slow to appreciate 
their increasing importance—the importance of their en- 
vironmental integrity to our quality of life; their vast 
potential as a source of minerals, energy, and protein; 
and the essentiality of their freedom of use for the security 
and well-being of all nations. 

“While there has been some progress toward the nego- 
tiation of a satisfactory treaty, many important issues re- 
main unresolved. At stake are competing national inter- 
ests in freedom of navigation and use of the seas, in ocean 
resource development, in the advancement of ocean 
science, and in environmental protection. 

“The Secretary of State and I consider the Law of the 
Sea negotiations to be a very high priority. My nomina- 
tion of Elliot Richardson, with his extensive experience 
and abilities, testifies to the importance I personally attach 
to achieving success in these negotiations. 

“Elliot Richardson brings to this challenge a unique 
combination of legal and international experience, includ- 
ing direct experience with the complex issues involved 
in Law of the Sea negotiations. 

“T am confident that the United States will be most 
ably represented in these negotiations and hopeful that, 
with the good will of other nations, a treaty may be suc- 
cessfully negotiated to serve the interests of all mankind.” 

Selected biographical facts regarding Elliot L. Richard- 
son are as follows: 

Elliot Richardson’s legal experience includes: editor, 
Harvard Law Review; partner in Boston law firm, Ropes 
Gray; United States Attorney for the district of Mas- 
sachusetts; Massachusetts Attorney General; and United 
States Attorney General. 

His international experience includes service as: legis- 
lative assistant to the chairman of the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee; Under Secretary of State (in which 
capacity he chaired the NSC committee which had juris- 
diction for Law of the Sea); Secretary of Defense; and 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 

As Secretary of Commerce, Elliot Richardson took a 
special interest in the oceans. He worked to develop, enact, 
and implement the Coastal Zone Management Act 
Amendments of 1976—and the associated $1.2 billion 
Coastal Energy Impact Program—and worked with the 
State and Transportation Departments to implement the 
Fisheries Conservation and Management Act of 1976, 
known generally as “the 200 mile limit bill.” He ad- 
vanced the argument for creation of a Cabinet Commit- 
tee on Oceans. 

Elliot Richardson is the only American to have served 
in four Cabinet positions. This appointment is his ninth 
Presidential appointment under four Presidents. 


Attorney General of the United States 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In of 
Griffin B. Bell. January 26, 1977 


Thank you very much. 

This is a great day in my own life, and I believe a great 
day in the life of our Nation. 

One of the most crucial appointments that a President 
can make is that of Attorney General, because here we 
have not a department of law but a department of justice. 

To the maximum degree possible, the Attorney General 
should personify what the President of the United States 
is—attitudes, philosophies, commitments—because here is 
an extension of the President’s attempt to provide equality 
of opportunity and a sense of trust in the core of our 
American governmental institutions in Washington. 

About 7 or 8 years ago, because of a chasm that de- 
veloped between our own Government and many of our 
people, the doors of this building next door had to be 
locked. I don’t doubt the need for it at the time. But it was 
a symbolic separation of both disaffected people and dis- 
advantaged people from the core of justice. A few minutes 
ago, Griffin Bell opened those doors—and they are going 
to be kept open. 

There may be times when we wish they were closed. 
There may be times when I as President wish that I was 
not quite so accessible to the news media and to the people 
of this country. But that’s part of a democratic process. 
And I want to be sure that everything I do, everything 
Griffin Bell does, and everything all of you do is con- 
ducive to a restoration of trust and harmony, a sharing 
of responsibility, and a sharing of opportunity in the 
greatest Nation of all. 

I want to congratulate Griffin Bell on his fine vote yes- 
terday. I noticed in my engineering computations that he 
got 78 percent of the votes in the Senate. I only got a little 
over 50 percent as President. [Laughter] 

I think this is a very good comparison between his ex- 
perience and background and capability to perform this 
important job, compared to my own. We have a lot to 
learn, and we'll learn together. 

I think all of you know that I have implicit trust in 
Judge Griffin Bell. And his performance in office, working 
closely with me, with the Supreme Court, with the Con- 
gress, with those throughout our Nation responsible for 
the administration of justice, will demonstrate again that 
what I said in Plains a month or two ago is true—that I 
have selected, and the Senate has now confirmed, a man 
who will not just be an adequate Attorney General but 
who will be a great Attorney General. I have no doubt 
about that prediction coming true. 
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I want to say this in closing: 24 years ago today, War- 
ren Burger was given an oath of office here as an assistant 
to the Attorney General. He has demonstrated through 
his own sense of fairness and his intelligence and his ad- 
ministrative capability and his justified reputation that 
he deserves to be our top legal officer in this country. And 
I’m very grateful that our Chief Justice, Warren Burger, 
has come to administer the oath to our Attorney General. 

Mr. Chief Justice, I appreciate your presence. It’s an 
honor for us to be here with you. Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the Great Hall at the 
Department of Justice. Following the President’s remarks, Chief 
Justice Warren E. Burger administered the oath of office. 


Following the swearing-in ceremony, the President took a walking 
tour of the Justice Department. 


Natural Gas Legislation 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate Transmitting the 
Emergency Natural Gas Act of 1977. 

January 26, 1977 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

I am hereby transmitting the Emergency Natural Gas 
Act of 1977. This legislation is a simple, temporary meas- 
ure to enable the government to cope with an unprece- 
dented shortage of natural gas supplies. I want to empha- 
size that this legislation is not submitted as a substitute 
for developing a natural gas policy as a part of an overall 
energy policy, which our country so obviously lacks. We 
must, however, respond to the present emergency and I 
strongly urge that the Congress give this legislation its 
immediate attention. 

As a result of record cold east of the Rocky Mountains 
this winter our country and our people are in trouble. 
Many natural gas systems have already largely depleted 
the storage fields from which they must draw to meet 
essential human needs if the cold weather persists. These 
shortages have affected pipelines unevenly, but those in 
the worst situation may not be able to maintain essential 
services to households and public health and safety insti- 
tutions unless they are able to obtain supplies from other 
pipelines. 

_ The natural gas pipelines and the Federal Power Com- 
mission are attempting to cope with this emergency, but 
both agree that existing laws may be inadequate to pre- 
vent further human suffering in February. The Federal 


Government lacks clear and effective authority to allocate 
supplies needed to meet these needs. In addition, surplus 
gas may be available in the intrastate market that would 
not flow into interstate commerce under existing law. 

This bill is designed to assure that American homes do 
not go cold while natural gas continues to be used for 
lower priority uses. However, the bill will not signifi- 
cantly alleviate the economic hardship from this year’s 
natural gas shortage. Hopefully, the emergency sales pro- 
vision will enlarge the supply of gas available for all in- 
terstate systems. But if cold weather persists, there may 
be little surplus gas that can flow from the producing 
states to the rest of the nation. 

The severity of the present emergency will be sig- 
nificantly reduced if Americans respond to my request of 
January 21 to turn down their thermostats to 65° in the 
daytime and lower at night. Half of the shortage can be 
made up through such action, thereby decreasing unem- 
ployment and reducing the possibility that some Ameri- 
can homes might be completely without heat this winter. 

This conservation effort will not be enough, however, 
and temporary legislation must be put in place now. Be- 
cause of the weather-sensitive nature of this supply situa- 
tion, this emergency authority may not ultimately be used, 
or additional authority may be needed. However, this 
legislation is designed to meet present and forseeable needs 
through this emergency period. 

There are two basic provisions in this legislation. 

First, it authorizes the President to reallocate natural 
gas among interstate pipeline systems to assure that essen- 
tial supplies to households and public health and safety 
institutions are maintained. This authority would expire 
on April 30, 1977. 

Second, it authorizes emergency sales of intrastate 
natural gas to the interstate market through July 31, 1977 
at prices that are fair and equitable, thereby ending legal 
uncertainties presently connected with such sales. 

My Administration has developed this legislation after 
extensive consultation with the Congressional committees 
most directly involved. I believe there is no prudent alter- 
native to this type of legislation to deal with the present 
shortage situation. I urge its immediate enactment by the 
Congress. 

With best wishes, 
Jimmy CarTER 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and to the Honorable Walter F. Mondale, President of the 
Senate. 

A copy of the draft bill was made available with the press release. 
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Natural Gas Legislation 


The President’s Remarks on Transmitting to the 
Congress the Emergency Natural Gas Act of 
1977. January 26, 1977 


Hi, everybody. 

This afternoon I sent to Congress my request for the 
Emergency: Natural Gas Act of 1977. I urged the Con- 
gress to act immediately because this month’s shortage 
of natural gas has become a crisis. Everyone in the eastern 
two thirds of our Nation realizes that this has been a win- 
ter of unprecedented severity. Temperatures far below 
normal have dangerously depleted our natural gas 
supplies. 

Half the pipelines of our country have already curtailed 
shipments to the major industrial users. Four thousand 
plants are now closed. Four hundred thousand people 
have been laid off because of natural gas shortages. Ship- 
ments to homes have been curtailed by two major pipe- 
lines. And many other homeowners are now threatened 
with that same prospect and the forecast for the rest of 
the winter is for continuing extreme cold. 

The effect of this winter’s hardships will spread to all 
portions of our Nation and continued layoffs of workers 
will seriously harm our chances for economic recovery on 
which we are working so hard. 

This legislation, if passed, will permit me to allocate 
gas to critical areas of our country to meet threats to life 
and health and to property. The bill will also allow emer- 
gency sales so that pipelines which have a healthy reserve 
supply can transfer those supplies to pipelines that have 
a severe shortage. 

But it is important to be frank. This bill w*ll not end the 
shortages; it will not improve the weather; and it will 
not solve the unemployment problem. Its purpose is just to 
ensure that no portion of our country must go without 
essential services. 

It will also mean somewhat higher prices since a larger 
portion, perhaps 2 percent of the total, of the interstate 
supply will come from emergency sales. Prices will remain 
the same for the other 98 percent. 

Nothing more clearly illustrates the serious conse- 
quences of our long delay in creating a comprehensive 
national energy policy than does this necessity for crisis 
legislation. 

In addition to offering this emergency legislation to 
the Congress, I directed Dr. James Schlesinger, who will 
answer questions in a few minutes, to develop a compre- 
hensive national energy policy for submission to the Con- 
gress at an early date. 

There is one other step that we must take. I again ask 
every American to lower the thermostat settings in all 
homes and buildings to no more than 65 degrees during 


the daytime and to a much lower setting at night. This 
single step, if carried out by all our people, can eliminate 
half the current shortage of natural gas and put thou- 
sands of Americans back to work. 

I have turned the thermostat down in the White House 
and have ordered it reduced in all Government buildings. 
And I ask everyone in the country to cooperate so that no 
one will have to go without crucial heat. 

Finally, I must say to you quite frankly that this is not 
a temporary request for conservation. Our energy prob- 
lems will not be over next year or the year after. Further 
sacrifices in addition to lowering thermostats may well be 
necessary. But I believe this country is tough enough and 
strong enough to meet that challenge. And I ask all 
Americans to cooperate in minimizing the adverse effect 
on the lives of our people. 

Thank you very much. 

I would like to introduce now Dr. James Schlesinger, 
who is an assistant to me for energy measures. He will 
answer questions concerning this legislation and other 
questions concerning energy and energy policy. 


Dr. Schlesinger. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. 


Washington Press Club Dinner 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Dinner 
Honoring New Members of Congress. 


January 26, 1977 


Mrs. Carter—[laughter|—ladies and gentlemen, and 
Madam President: 

So far I have enjoyed very much being in Washington. 
Many of the things I have heard about it have turned 
out to be true—{laughter]—I am sorry to say. 

I had been anticipating the Inaugural ceremonies and 
parade for a long time. I could see the burst of glory that 
would come to me at the conclusion of the ceremonies, 
and I could hardly wait. As we entered the limousine at 
the conclusion of the oath ceremony and got out on Con- 
stitution Avenue, and all of us very quietly left the limou- 
sine and I started walking down the highway and streets 
and could hear the vast crowd saying, “Look, look, 
look”—and I was feeling very good until they said, 
“There goes Billy’s brother.” [Laughter] 

The next day, Mayor Washington, who was born about 
20 miles from where I live, called and said he wanted to 
thank me for restoring the faith in his city by walking 
on the street unprotected and by getting my brother back 
to Plains. [Laughter] 
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I feel at home with these other new kids in town. I 
know that some of them have not been here before— 
Barbara Mikulski and Jim Guy Tucker and others. I re- 
member that when I went to the Naval Academy, as a 
plebe, I was a new kid then, too. And they used to try 
to make me sing “Marching Through Georgia.” I never 
would do it. [Applause] Two months ago, nobody would 
have clapped. [Laughter] I always got a paddling with a 
long wooden spoon. One advantage about being President 
is that you can watch Griffin Bell take the punishment. 
[Laughter] 

I went over today to administer the oath of office in 
the Department of Justice, and we very ceremoniously 
swung open the tremendous steel door that had been 
locked since 1970. I made a little talk for the benefit of 
the news media about not separating the people from their 
access to justice and to let our people come in, even the 
demonstrators. And Griffin later said, “Governor, I know 
you want to be honest and always tell the truth.” I said, 
“That is right.” He said, “Well, the truth is that is not 
why I opened the doors. I want to get out in a hurry 
if any of my problems evolve again.” [Laughter] 

Another thing I have in common with these people on 
the stage is that when we were all elected, we were all 
fuzzy on the issues—which is proven by the fact that we 
did get elected. [Laughter] There is an advantage in 
being a Presidential candidate. You have a much broader 
range of issues on which to be fuzzy. [ Laughter] 

I had a large staff in the transition period. I would 
have had much less trouble with some of my appointments 
had I been able to find them. I knew they were in Atlanta. 
They occupied a whole floor. They were trained very 
carefully by me on analyzing things and giving answers, 
and I never could find out exactly which floor they were 
on. [Laughter] 

I will walk the straight and narrow path, Senator, 
between what is right and what is wrong. And I will do 
the best I can to measure up to the qualities of these other 
leaders in this auditorium. I have heard that Washington 
was a place of contrast—this banquet tonight and prayer 
breakfast in the morning. [Laughter] 

My staff is quite frank with me. I told them that I 
wanted to put on the image of a common man, someone 
who didn’t have the accolades of the crowd and the 
homage paid to a strong and able leader. They said so 
far I have succeeded very well. [Laughter] I told them 
I wanted them to prepare a talk for me to make tonight 
that was funny, and they didn’t get around to it. 
[ Laughter] 


One of the newcomers said on the way over here that 
when a President tells a joke, whether it is funny or not, 
people in Washington laugh. And my wife, just as I 
walked in, said, “Yes, that is true with everybody except 
the press and the Congress.” [ Laughter] 


So you have proven it tonight. I thank you. We are 
partners together, and I hope we will do better in govern- 
ing our country than we have in entertaining each other 
this evening. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much. 


[Following the President’s remarks, Senator Robert C. Byrd played 
three selections on his fiddle concluding with the President’s 
favorite hymn, “Amazing Grace.” The President then resumed 
speaking as follows:] 

First of all, I want to thank Senator Byrd for that beau- 
tiful, dedicated encore. 

Before I leave, I thought you might be interested in 
knowing how the Vice President is doing. To be serious 
for a few minutes, I have gotten some very frequent calls 
from him. They have been fairly incoherent, unfortu- 
nately. [Laughter] 

I thought for a couple of days it was some kind of a 
secret scrambler telephone, but I find out from some of 
his staff members that he has put a little too much 
emphasis on the social aspect of the trip. [Laughter] 

There was one message that came through this after- 
noon that was not garbled, I am very glad to report to you. 
The State Department informed me about it, I think in- 
advertently. [Laughter] 

Senator Mondale pointed out that he was traveling 
almost alone, without his wife Joan, that tonight would 
be his first of two evenings to be spent in Paris, that al- 
though he couldn’t be a kundred percent in being faithful 
to the people he left behind, he would like to be loyal to 
me, and that he wanted to be very careful not to violate 
my own high standards of ethics and morality. He gave 
the State Department an urgent call for a copy of my 
Playboy interview. [Laughter] 

He will be home in about a week, Joan. We will see him 
together. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the Sheraton-Park 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred to Ellen Wadley, presi- 
dent of the Washington Press Club, and later in his remarks, he 
referred to Senator Daniel P. Moynihan, who had advised the Presi- 


dent to “follow the straight and narrow path between right and 
wrong.” 


National Prayer Breakfast 


The President’s Remarks at the 25th Annual 
Breakfast. January 27, 1977 


Jim Wright’s comments made me proud to be a brother 
with him, to be an American, to be a child of God. And 
I think what he said exemplifies the finest aspirations of 
those who are assembled here this morning. 

Jim, I thank you for what your talk meant to me. The 
first time I came to this prayer breakfast was in 1967. One 
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of the Christian attributes to which many have referred 
this morning is one that I had in great abundance then, 
more than I do now—and that’s humility. I had just been 
defeated in my first campaign for Governor. 

I thought, in response to some of the things Jim said, 
I would talk about humility this morning. 

The first draft of my Inaugural speech did not in- 
clude the reference to Micah’s admonition about justice 
and mercy and humility. But I had chosen instead First 
[Second] Chronicles, 7:14, which Congressman Wright 
quoted this morning: If my people who are called by my 
name shall humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
Heaven and forgive their sins and heal their land. 

When my staff members read the first draft of my 
speech they rose up in opposition to that verse. The sec- 
ond time I wrote my Inaugural draft I had the same 
verse in it. And they came to me en masse and said, “The 
people will not understand that verse. It’s as though you, 
being elected President, are condemning the other people 
of our country, putting yourself in the position of Solomon 
and saying that all Americans are wicked.” 

So, correctly or wrongly, I changed it to Micah. And 
I think this episode, which is true, is illustrative of the 
problem that we face. Sometimes we take for granted 
that an acknowledgment of sin, an acknowledgment of 
the need for humility permeates the consciousness of our 
people. But it doesn’t. But if we know that we can have 
God’s forgiveness as a person, I think as a nation, it makes 
it much easier for us to say, “God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner,” knowing that the only compensation for sin is 
condemnation. Then we just can admit an error or a 
weakness or a degree of hatred or forgo pride. We as 
individuals—and we as a nation—insist that we are the 
strongest and the bravest and the wisest and the best. And 
in that attitude, we unconsciously, but in an all-pervasive 
way, cover up and fail to acknowledge our mistakes and 
in the process forgo an opportunity constantly to search 
for a better life or a better country. 

Paul Tillich said that religion is a search for a closer 
relationship with God and our fellow man, and when we 
lose the inclination to search, to a great degree we lose 
our own religion. 

As those of us who are Christians know, the most 
constantly repeated admonition from Christ was against 
pride. Sometimes it’s easier for us to be humble as indi- 
viduals than it is for us to admit that our Nation makes 
mistakes. 

In effect, many of us worship our Nation. We poli- 
ticians, we leaders, in that sometimes excessive degree of 
patriotism, equate love of others with love of ourselves. 
We tend to say that, because I am a Congressman, be- 
cause I am a Governor, because I am a Senator, because 
I am a Cabinet member, because I am President of the 


people, and because I love the people and because I repre- 
sent them so well, then I can justify their love myself. We 
tend to take on for ourselves the attributes of the people 
we represent. But when the disciples struggled among 
themselves for superiority in God’s eyes, Jesus said, ““Who- 
soever would be chief among you, let him be His servant.” 
And although we use the phrase, sometimes glibly, “pub- 
lic servant,” it’s hard for us io translate the concept of 
a President of the United States into genuine servant. 

Another theologian that I read very often, who could 
penetrate the pride of a nation in the most effective way 
in trying to analyze what democracy was, said a kind of 
prideful thing. But I think it brings to us a conscious- 
ness of our own capability. He said: Man’s capacity for 
justice makes democracy possible, but man’s capacity for 
injustice makes democracy necessary. 

If we, as leaders of our Nation, can search out and 
extract and discern and proclaim a new spirit, derived 
not from accumulated goodness or badness of people, 
which is only equal to individual goodness or badness— 
not even to the noble concept of our Nation, which is 
superlative, without doubt—but from the ultimate source 
of goodness and kindness and humility and love—and 
that’s from God—then we can indeed be good leaders 
and servants. We can indeed be strong enough and sure 
enough to admit our sinfulness and our mistakes. We 
can indeed be constantly searching for a way to rectify 
our errors and let our Nation exemplify what we as indi- 
viduals ought to be in the eyes of God. But that’s a hard 
thing to do. 

One of the books that made a great impression on 
me was “The Ugly American”, written a number of years 
ago, about people from our own country who, in a sense 
of unwarranted superiority, would travel around the 
world and despise others in an ostentatious way because 
they were not Americans. 

I haven’t traveled as much as I would like—10 or 12 
foreign countries. But I’ve seen in my own travels a respect 
of us, a respect for our Nation because of the same vision 
of our forefathers that has inspired us, but at the same 
time, quite often a deep sense of disappointment that we 
don’t live up to those original hopes and expectations 
and ideals. 

Not too long ago I was in South America with my wife, 
and we had a chance to learn at firsthand about the deep 
sense of religion there. We saw the impact of our own 
missionaries—when people can speak fluent English be- 
cause missionaries have been there—and an elevator 
operator in Manaus, Brazil. And I have visited the 
equivalent of their Speaker of the House, and that eve- 
ning in his home we spent time on our knees worshipping 
the same God. 

I preached one evening in a church in Rio de Janeiro, 
and a couple of years later my wife and I were in what’s 
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thought to be the tomb of Christ, by ourselves, and a 
woman came up behind me and looked at me in a strange 
way and said, “Don’t I know you from somewhere?” I 
said, “No, ma’am, I don’t think so.” She said, “I think 
you preached in my husband’s church in Rio.” It was the 
pastor’s wife. 

A sense of communion that we can have under God 
throughout the world ought to convince us that we are 
not superior, that we ought constantly to search out na- 
tional and human individual consciousness and strive to 
be better, which doesn’t mean more powerful and auto- 
cratic, but more filled with love and understanding and 
compassion and humaneness and humility. 

But in the last week, my wife and I and Vice President 
Mondale and Joan have shaken hands with literally thou- 
sands of people—Members of Congress and the diplomatic 
corps, and people who worked with us in the campaign, 
and distinguished visitors from around—the last receiv- 
ing line we met was of the military officers of our country, 
from the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff down 
through a very large representative group of enlisted per- 
sons. 

And afterwards, one of the news people who had their 
cameras focused on us all the time said, “Have you no- 
ticed any difference among the receiving line groups?” 
And I said, “Yes, I have, a very strange difference. My 
wife and I both noticed it. A tremendous and startling 
proportion of the military peovle, when they passed by 
me, said, “God be with you. We remember you in our 
prayers’—much more from the military, the symbol of 
our Nation’s strength, than from any other group, all fine 
people. 

So a search for peace, I believe, can only be successful 
if we recognize the commonality of the aspirations of hu- 
man beings throughout the world and if we remember 
that cumulative humility ought never to be equated to 
dominant national pride. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:09 a.m. at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. 


The breakfast was sponsored by the United States Senate and 
House prayer breakfast groups. 


Secretary of Labor 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In of 
F. Ray Marshall. January 27, 1977 


The Chief Justice and I are getting to be old friends. 
We've done our Cabinet ceremonies in sequence, which 
has given me a very fine opportunity to participate on 
several occasions instead of just one. 


As I said to the last group here, Ray, you have a very 
good judgment about publicity, wanting to be the only 
one, by yourself rather than as a group. [Laughter] 


Ray has achieved a notable position for being the last 
Cabinet member to be confirmed. And I think, as Griffin 
Bell did yesterday in symbolizing his own administration 
by opening the steel doors, you can use a Bible verse that 
“The last shall be first.” That’s typical of what the Labor 
Department has to do. 


I was quite interested in the attitude and competence 
and general thrust of the leader of the Labor Department. 


One of the major responsibilities that I shall have as 
President, that the whole Nation has as a government, is 
to put our people back to work. I wanted someone who 
not only was a theoretician or a distinguished economist— 
which Ray Marshall is certainly capable of exhibiting— 
but I also wanted somebody who knows in practical terms 
the impact of unemployment on an individual human 
being or an individual family in our country. 


Ray Marshall is the kind of person who knows about 
displaced persons. He is someone who knows at firsthand 
about the minority groups. He is someone who knows at 
firsthand about those who come into our country as un- 
documented workers, their problems and the problems 
that they create. He is someone who walks the streets and 
who visits construction sites in work clothes and with 
brogans on his feet. 


He is someone who goes into a community ahead of 
time and tries to discern the sometimes limited employ- 
ment capabilities of those who are without work and then 
in a very prescient way match that person with a future 
job potential. 


He is someone who understands the proper interrela- 
tionship which ought to exist, and which does not now ex- 
ist, between the graduates or potential graduates of col- 
leges and high schools and vocational training programs, 
and jobs that wait to be filled, who can bridge the gap 
between the educational process in all its phases and the 
employment opportunities that confront our Nation. 


He is someone who understands the problems of the 
young and the problems of the old. And he is also some- 
one who has a special knowledge of the needs of the vet- 
erans of the recent war. 


At noon, today, the Secretary of Labor, Ray Marshall, 
will give the press a briefing on some special considerations 
that are important to us in the economic stimulation pack- 


age which will address the unmet needs of the Vietnamese 
war veterans. 

And I think that because of all these indications that 
I’ve made in a fumbling way of his own sensitivity and 
the humane commitment that he has to making the 


Volume 13—Number 5 





106 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: JIMMY CARTER, 1977 


Department of Labor effective in its most noble pur- 
poses, he measures up in every respect in a superb degree. 

I’m very proud that Ray Marshall has agreed to be 
Secretary of Labor. He’s a man who will earn, I'm sure, 
the admiration and appreciation of our country. 

At this time, I would like to welcome again, to par- 
ticipate in these important ceremonies, the Chief Justice 
of the United States, the Honorable Warren Burger. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chief Justice. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the Oval Office. Fol- 


lowing his remarks, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger administered 
the oath of office. 


Meeting With Students From 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Students From Stetson Junior High School. 
January 27, 1977 


THE Present. Hello, everybody. 

How many of you would like to be President some- 
day? Raise your hands. Anybody? Okay, very good, very 
good. Well, when I was your age, I never had thought 
about it. At that time, I was planning to be a Naval 
officer all my life. 

I know that this is an exciting time for you to come 
to our Nation’s Capital, particularly less than a week 
after the Inauguration ceremonies. And I’m very grate- 
ful you have chosen to come to the White House to see 
me. This is the first group, by the way, that I’ve had 
to come to visit with me since I’ve been President. And 
I’m very glad it turned out to be you from a junior high 
school—Stetson, is that correct? 

Have any of you ever heard of Jamie Wyeth? Well, 
he’s one of my good friends, and his father and his grand- 
father, as you know, have done a great deal of painting 
very near where you live. 

This is a home that belongs to you as it does to me. 
I and my family, my three sons, their wives, will be here 
a great deal. Two of my sons and their wives will be 
living here. We expect another grandchild to be born here 
in the first week in March. And my little girl, Amy, is 9 
years old. She’s in the fourth grade and goes to a public 
school near here. 

I haven’t been all over the White House yet; I haven’t 
had a chance to see it. So you perhaps, know more about 
it than I. I haven’t even been in the East Wing at all. 
But it’s a good, pleasant place to work, and I am very 
glad to welcome you here to visit with me. 

How long will you be in Washington, do you know? 
Just today? And what have you had a chance to visit so 


far? You can spend a whole week just in the Smith- 
sonian. That is great. 

Well, I want to welcome you here. Does anybody have 
a question or two? 

Q. Are you going to cut funds for the B-1 bomber and 
other military expenditures? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t know yet. I had scheduled 
this morning—we’ve already had it—a National Security 
Council meeting with myself, the head of the Defense 
Department, the number one military officer in the 
Nation—General George Brown—the Secretary of State, 
and my special adviser on National Security Affairs. 

The B—1 bomber is one of those items, of course, that 
we will have to consider, along with the cruise missiles 
and a new kind of intercontinental ballistic missile. 

My own hope, as President, is to explore every possible 
way to work with the Soviet Union and with other poten- 
tial enemies of ours, who at this point seem to be our 
friends, to cut down dependence on weapons of all kinds. 
And I would like for our Nation to take the leadership 
role. 

But before I make a decision on the B—-1 bomber, I 
will have to know more about its capability, its cost, what 
we have in the way of other weapons systems. And also, 
I think, over a few months, after my own Secretary of 
State meets with the leaders in Russia and after later on 
this year, I meet with Mr. Brezhnev—who’s the head of 
the Soviet Union Government—at that point, I can see 
how much they are willing to cut back on their defense 
capabilities. 

I hope that the Soviet Union and the United States 
can take the leadership among all nations of the world 
to cut down dependence on weapons systems—atomic 
weapons systems and new systems like the B-1. 

But I have not yet decided what to do about the B-1. 
I will probably decide later on this spring. 

Q. What are you going to do about the natural gas 
shortage? 

Tue Present. We now have, as you know, the most 
severe winter in the history of our country, so far as I know. 

I was informed by the Senator from Maryland, yester- 
day, that the ice in some of the little inlets around the 
Chesapeake Bay area is 24 inches thick. They’ve never 
seen it before, and fishermen’s boats are being crushed, 
and a lot of the docks are being destroyed. The fisher- 
men are out of work. So I gave a special allotment of your 
tax moneys to them to help them have money to buy 
food. 

We have submitted to the Congress a special emer- 
gency legislation—that I hope the Congress will pass 
very quickly—that lets me have the authority to take nat- 
ural gas from areas of our country where there is a lot 
of it and distribute it very quickly to other areas of the 
country where there is not very much of it. Under the 
present law, the President does not have this authority. 
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It also would give the gas companies the right to sell 
additional natural gas at a higher price. Now we have 
a very peculiar law that says that if you sell gas within 
the State where the gas comes from, you can sell it for 
any price you want; if you ship it across the State line, 
the price of the gas is very low. 

Well, there are advantages both ways. So, in a case of 
emergency like we have now, I’m asking the Congress 
to let me authorize the shipment of natural gas across 
State lines at a higher price. That would be about 2 per- 
cent of the total natural gas. 

And the last thing I’m doing is to ask everyone to cut 
down very strictly on the temperatures within homes. 
The whole White House is maintained at a temperature 
of 65 degrees. When you get a couple hundred people in 
a small room like this, the temperature goes up. But every 
thermostat in the White House, every thermostat in all 
Government buildings in this country are now set at 65 
degrees, which is about 10 degrees lower. And if every- 
body will do that in private homes, as well, and even cut 
back a little more at night, then that will make up half 
the shortage of natural gas—just that one thing. 

Now, I want to make one closing statement about that. 
This is not a temporary thing. It’s good for everybody in 
our country to get accustomed to wearing a pretty good, 
heavy sweater inside. the home, because it’s not going to 
be any better next winter or the following winter or the 
following winter. 

We’re running out of natural gas and oil. We only 
have enough to last 25 or 30 years. And it’s going to 
mean that we are going to have to do without things 
we’ve done with in the past, and we’re going to all have 
to make some small sacrifices—hold down speed limits, 
have smaller, more efficient automobiles, insulate homes 
better, cut down on temperature, and do more walking 
instead of riding. But those things will be coming to us 
in a very heavy way in the future. 

But those three things right now are being done by 
the Government and by me personally and by you to 
help alleviate the natural gas shortage. It’s serious. We 
have about 400,000 people out of work because of nat- 
ural gas shortage, and I think about 4,000 factories are 
shut down. It’s very serious. 

One more question. 

Q. Taking the fuel crisis a step further, have you done 
anything to find out what has happeried to all the tankers 
that have been disappearing—all the oil tankers? There 
is an awful lot of oil that seems to be wasted. 

THe PRESIDENT. The ones that are sinking? 

Q. Sinking, disappearing, hitting things, who knows 
what else? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I think that we’ve only got one 
ship that’s been completely lost, and they found debris 
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from it in the North Atlantic, so undoubtedly it sank dur- 
ing a storm. 

I think in the past we’ve been too lenient about letting 
unseaworthy ships come into our ports. As you know, we 
are very eager to get oil brought into our country. And 
quite often, when a ship is new and very well maintained, 
it flies an American flag. Later on, when it has trouble 
meeting our very strict standards, it shifts to another gov- 
ernment—very cheaply, by the way. And although it 
might be owned by American people, it flies another flag, 
and the quality of that ship, its seaworthiness goes down. 
I personally would favor a stricter standard of ship qual- 
ity maintained by all nations on an equal basis. We are 
planning to move in that direction. 

I might say that this is just one tiny part, along with 
the natural gas shortage, of the overall energy problem. 
We've never had in this country what we call a compre- 
hensive energy policy, so that I and you and your teachers 
and Governors and the Congress and business leaders 
and others could know what we hope to achieve at the 
end of a year, 5 years, 20 years, in natural gas, oil, coal, 
atomic energy, solar energy, conservation, imports, ex- 
ports, prices, ships, and so forth. 

By the end of April—-we have a deadline date set for 
ourselves of April 20—Dr. James Schlesinger and I and 
many others will come forward for the first time with a 
national energy policy. And we will be addressing that 
kind of question that you just raised. 

I’ve got to go back. I’ve got another conference over 
in my Oval Office. 

Let me say in closing, I’m very glad that you came. The 
questions that you asked are equal in quality and diffi- 
culty to any that I get from any group. 

As you probably know, I’ve always treated young 
people as adults. I’ve never been disappointed. In Georgia, 
we have had 18-year-old voting for more than 35 years. 
We put it into effect back in the forties. And I would hope 
that we could pass a law in this country which would not 
require any registration at all, so that whenever an Ameri- 
can citizen reached the age of 18, that you would be 
automatically registered to vote. This is something that 
I’m going to propose to Congress, and I hope you will 
help me get it passed. 

I hope that you will not only just enjoy the visit of 
beautiful places like the White House and Smithsonian 
Institution and looking at the Washington Monument, 
but that you will recognize what our Nation is—its fail- 
ures and its shortcomings and its weaknesses and mistakes, 
plus its tremendous potential—and invest at least part 
of your own life in making our country what it ought 
to be. 

I’m going to do the best I can. I’ve got a lot to learn, 
and I’m going to welcome hearing from you and from 
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your parents and others. This is a great opportunity for 
me to have a chance to meet with you. 


Good luck to all of you. Thank you for coming. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

January 24 

The President held a Cabinet meeting at the White 
House. This was the first Cabinet meeting of the Carter 
administration. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
two members of the White House staff. They are: Barry 
Jagoda as Special Assistant to the President for Media 
and Public Affairs; and James Fallows as Chief Speech- 
writer to the President. 

Vice President Walter F. Mondale telephoned the 
President from Brussels, Belgium, to discuss the progress 
of his trip to Europe and Japan. 

The White House announced that President Jose Lopez 
Portillo of the United Mexican States has accepted the 
President’s invitation to make a state visit to the United 
States. President Lopez Portillo will be in Washington on 
February 14 and 15. The visit, which will be the first 
state visit of the Carter administration, underscores the 
importance President Carter attaches to strengthening the 
close, friendly, and cooperative relations the United 
States has with Mexico. 

The White House announced that Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau of Canada has accepted the Presi- 
dent’s invitation to pay an official visit to Washington on 
February 21 and 22. In view of the close and important 
relations between the United States and Canada, the 
President is looking forward to this early opportunity to 
get acquainted with Prime Minister Trudeau and to ex- 
change views on a broad range of international and 
bilateral questions of common concern to the two coun- 
tries. 


January 25 
The President held a breakfast meeting with the Demo- 
cratic congressional leadership to discuss the economic 


stimulus package, reorganization legislation, and energy 
legislation. 
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Vice President Walter F. Mondale again telephoned 
the President to discuss his trip to Europe and Japan. 


January 26 


The President held a breakfast meeting with George 
Meany, president, and J. Lane Kirkland, secretary- 
treasurer of the AFL-CIO. 

U.S. Representative to the United Nations Andrew J. 
Young met with the President at the White House. 

The President met with Ambassador Peter Rams- 
botham of Great Britain. 

The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Maryland as a result of ice conditions in the 
Chesapeake Bay region beginning about January 1, 1977. 
The President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds 
in relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of the 
State. 

The President today declared an emergency for the 
State of Virginia as a result of ice conditions in the Chesa- 
peake Bay region and the Atlantic Coast of Virginia be- 
ginning about January 1, 1977, which caused extensive 
public and private property damage. The President’s 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 


January 27 


The President held a National Security Council meet- 
ing in the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

The President held separate meetings with Secretary 
of State Cyrus R. Vance, Secretary of the Treasury 
W. Michael Blumenthal, and Secretary of Transportation 
Brock Adams and some of each Department’s top-level 
officials. These meetings were the first in a series of meet- 
ings the President intends to hold with the Secretary and 
top-level officials of each Department. 


January 28 


The President met at the White House with Repre- 
sentative Al Ullman, Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget Bert Lance, and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers Charles L. Schultze to discuss 
the economic stimulus legislation Congress is considering. 

The President met with Jack Dunn, international 
chaplain of Civitan International. 

The President met with Governor and Mrs. Dolph Bris- 
coe, Jr., of Texas, and Harry McAdams, director of the 
State of Teas office of State-Federal relations, to discuss 
energy and natural gas problems and the need for eco- 
nomic programs more responsive to the needs of the poor. 

The President held a foreign intelligence meeting with 
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance, Acting Director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency Enno Knoche, and As- 
sistant to the President for National Security Affairs Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski. 

Former California Governor Edmund G. Brown paid a 
courtesy call on the President at the White House. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted January 28, 1977 
CHARLES WILLIAM DUNCAN, JR., of Texas, to 
be a Deputy Secretary of Defense. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released January 25, 1977 

Remarks: on Government actions to deal 
with the natural gas shortage emergency— 
by Press Secretary Jody Powell (as men- 
tioned at his daily news briefing at the 
White House) 


Released January 26, 1977 
News conference: on the President’s natural 
gas legislation—»oy Assistant to the Presi- 

dent James R. Schlesinger 


Released January 27, 1977 

Statement: on the President’s initiatives for 
the employment of Vietnam-era veterans— 
by Secretary of Labor F. Ray Marshall 

News conference: on the President’s initia- 
tives for the employment of Vietnam-era 
veterans—by Secretary of Labor F. Ray 
Marshall 
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